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Prayer of St Benedict

Gracious and Holy Father
Give us wisdom to perceive you
Intelligence to understand you
Diligence to see you
Patience to wait for you
Eyes to behold you
A heart to meditate on you
And a life to proclaim you
Through the power of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ Our Lord
Amen



Parents and Teachers

I dreamed I stood in a studio
And watched two sculptors there
The clay they used was a young child’s mind
And they fashioned it with care
One was a teacher, the tools he used
Were books and music and art
One was a parent with a guiding hand
And a gentle loving heart
Day after day the teacher toiled
With a touch that was deft and sure
While the parent labored by his side
And polished and smoothed it over
And when at last the time had passed
They were proud of what they had wrought
For the things they had moulded into the child
Could never be sold or bought
And each agrees they would have failed
If they had worked alone
For behind the parents stood the school
And behind the teacher, the home.



WELCOME!
Welcome returning families back to OLD

Welcome our new families. 

Thank you to Ana Hooper – our Pastoral Parent for 
the year.

I am very excited to be teaching your wonderful 
children.





Teaching Philosophy

I believe that all children have the right to feel safe, loved, secure and supported. I aim 
to create a feeling of acceptance and a sense of belonging within my room for 
everyone who enters it. I believe that children should have a variety of ways and 
opportunities to express themselves and to let their individuality shine. I value the 
importance of using hands on resources in meaningful ways to enhance learning.
I strive to guide children in their learning with confidence in themselves, resilience, 
strong social skills and an excitement and enthusiasm to become a lifelong learner.

I believe in strong, respectful relationships with families - with open communication 
lines for the benefit of everyone involved, and I understand that this will occur in 
differing ways for each family. I aim to be approachable and I welcome feedback. I 
believe self-reflection is vitally important to grow - both as an individual and as a 
teacher. 
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In doing so, each learner of O.L.D. calls 
upon the Keys to Success: 
 
•  
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•  and  
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HOW IT ALL FITS TOGETHER 





Embrace the Challenge in 2020
I am very excited about our theme this year. I think Brett wrote about the theme beautifully,
the below is part of an email he sent.

Obviously we will need to embrace the challenges which present with a building program.
This theme however is much broader than our building process.

Our Catholic Identity provides us with challenges as we aim to walk in the footsteps of Jesus,
to learn from the teachings of our school patrons and to use wisdom to treat others with
compassion and justice.

Maintaining and sustaining the work we have achieved in building a sustainable future
requires us to embrace this challenge, as it is easy to become apathetic and revert to old
practices.

The keys to success and our school rules of Act Responsibly. Be Respectful and Strive to
Achieve, all fit well within this theme of embrace the challenge. Challenges will always be
there. The word embrace encourages us not to avoid these but to take them on with energy
and commitment. In doing so, the keys to success will help us to rise to the challenges
presented.









 



2020 – The Year of St Benedict



Thinking and Learning

Learning Areas
Brisbane Catholic Education 
Religion 

Australian Curriculum  
English
Maths
Science
Humanities and Social Science - History and Geography
The Arts – Music, Dance, Visual Art, Media, Drama
Technologies – Digital Technology, Design and Technologies
Health and Physical Education
Languages - Japanese



Thinking and Learning

Religious Education

• Religion Curriculum P-12 involves four strands: Sacred 
Texts, Beliefs, Church and Christian Life. These strands 
are interrelated and are taught in an integrated way.

• Prayer – whole school and class
• Children’s Mass each term



Thinking and Learning

Excellent Learning and Teaching

When teaching, we encourage students to talk about their learning.
• Learning intentions (We are learning to…)
• Success criteria (I can…)
• Students have the language to talk about their learning
• Answer questions:
What are you learning? 
How are you going?
How do you know?
How can you improve?
What do you do when you get stuck?



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

When you are asked about your learning, look to the keys. 
‘I answer with a sentence, not one word.’ 

 

IS 

I’m remembering my full stops. 
I’m using conjunctions in my 

sentences. 

 

 
IS NOT 

A one word answer, like ‘good’. 

 

HOW ARE  
YOU GOING? 

(Success Criteria) 

 

IS 

I have shown my work to the 
teacher and… 

I have checked with my group. 

 

 
IS NOT 

Because they’re right. 

 

HOW DO  
YOU KNOW? 

(Feedback) 

 

IS 

I try different strategies. 
I move to my next learning goal. 

 

 
IS NOT 

Be neater. 

 

HOW CAN YOU 
IMPROVE? 

(Goal Setting) 

 

IS 

I have plans when I’m stuck. 
I seek help from two friends, and 

then the teacher. 

 

 
IS NOT 

Ask the teacher. 

 
WHAT DO YOU 
DO WHEN YOU 

GET STUCK? 
(All Keys) 

 

IS 

I am learning to… 
I am learning how to… 

 

IS NOT 

I am doing… 
A one word answer, like ‘maths’. 

 
WHAT ARE YOU 

LEARNING? 
(Learning 

Intentions) 



Thinking and Learning

Assessment and Reporting

- Open Classrooms
- Learning Portfolios
- Summative Reports
- Reflection  and Goal setting
- Parent/Teacher Meetings
- Samples of work
- Student Led Conversations
- Informal meetings



Thinking and Learning

Supporting Learning
- School Officers (different from Prep)

- Molly Bishop
- Sara Lane
- Cormac Wentrup
- Helen MacWhirter

- Primary Learning Leader – Mary-Anne Fogarty
- Enrichment Teachers 

- Christine McCabe
- Ellena Stone

- STIE – Linda Dwyer
- Guidance Counsellor – Ruth Blackburn 
- Student Protection 



Thinking and Learning

Specialist Areas

Specialist areas in 2020

- Music – Ms Deanne Johnson
- Visual Arts – Mrs Therese Flynn-Clarke
- Technologies – Mr Terry Madden 
- HPE – Mr Anthony Ebbage
- Japanese – To be confirmed
- Dance 



Guidance Counselling

Guidance Counsellor - Ruth Blackburn.
OLD 2 days per week.
Can assist with a range of issues that might impact 
on learning, including:

Anxiety
Friendship/social skills
Grief and loss
Behavioural concerns
Learning difficulties



Year One Timetable – Term One
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Sports 

Uniform
Formal 

Uniform
Sports 

Uniform
Formal 

Uniform
Formal 

Uniform
PE Swap 

Readers
Music Ice Block 

Sales
School 

Banking
Japanese Sight Words Library 

(bring 
library bag) 
and Reader 

Swap
Technology Homework

Sight Words
Assembly



Thinking and Learning

Homework
Homework tasks in Year 1 may include:

• Daily reading of any text type to, with, and by parents, siblings or other family 
members;

• Reading of home readers
• Sight Words – once finished, please revise at home
• Maths activities related to what we are learning in class
• Linking concepts with familiar activities such as shopping, preparation of food, 

local environment and family outings;
• Laminated handwriting sheet – letter formation
• Conversations about what is happening at school;
• Blog with online activities.

From Week 4, Homework activities will be loaded onto the blog. It is then your choice 
if you print and glue these into a workbook, or just write about the homework 
directly into the workbook. The focus for the first part of the term will be reading and 
sight words.
Readers and sight words will start coming home this Friday.





OLD – Year One Blog
IT'S SO MUCH FUN IN 

YEAR ONE!

http://www.ourladyofdolours.qld.edu.au/

https://doloursa.edublogs.org/
http://www.ourladyofdolours.qld.edu.au/


Parent Teacher Communication

• Email communication between teacher and parent 
(please allow time if I don’t get back to you straight away). 
I do always check them in the morning, but don’t always 
get a chance to reply immediately.
• Try to make a time for a meeting if you have something 
you wish to discuss with me. I am generally fairly flexible 
and can meet before or after school.
I am often quite distracted immediately before and after 
school with students, so appreciate you making a time so I 
can be ready and give you my full attention.
• Term Overviews on blog at the start of each term
• Parent Teacher Interviews – end of Term 1



Miscellaneous Matters

• Absences from school
• Morning routine/ unpacking own bag/ siblings
• Afternoon routine
• Quiet Critters
• Celebration of student birthdays – cupcakes or ice blocks 
• Ice blocks for sale each Thursday 
• Pastoral Parent for Year 1 – Ana Hooper
• Classroom seating arrangements
• Library Bags
• Media consent
• Parents and Friends Association
• Volunteer Training



Volunteer Training 



Volunteer Training 



Questions


